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HIDE AND S

Ideally placed to walch the birds that fTit between the orange and almond trees
that dot Sicily's hillsides, this modern retreat has a calm, quiet beauty
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Perched above fields,
with uninterrupted views
that stretch all the way

to the lonian Seq,

this holiday retreat near Noto, in the Sicilian provinee of Syracwse, cuts astriking, solitary
silhouette. For architect Maria Gluseppina Grasso Cannizzn, this unspoilt location led
herto conceive a contemporary strchure that con blend seomilessly with its seroounabings.
Trisguise was so important, in fact, that the property can be completely closed, iransforming
it into o bux-like structure barely perceptible amongst the olive trees and orchards,

The okoume wood shuttors that wrap arcund this S000-square-metre home are not
Just a smart hiding mechanism for when its owmner, an Ifalion editor of contemporary art
bizks, is away, but can also b angled to channed precious breezes on warm days

Mauking the mast of this commanding spat was nob an easy task, The steep slope has
unstable clay soil =6 required wnigue foundations. Marias design salotion was three
right-angled struts of reinforced concrete that allow the property to proodly extend over
the hillside. Attached o this solid base is not only the owoer’s bouse, which comprises
an open-plan living area and kitchen, plus & bedroom with ensuite bathroom, but also
ageparate bwo-bedroom guesthouse, Anchored like a hoarions limpet tothe main building
by an iron strscture amd set on trocks, it con be moved electronically across the terroce to
act like a protective wall in fromt of the Boar-to-ceiling windows

Inside, less is more has been Maria’s mantra, '@ wanted to have just a few pieces of
furniture,” she save. ‘Umly the essentials.” Alongside modern pieces by Michele De Luechi
andd Cinnearlo Fassing sit 20th-oentury classics, such as the dining chairs by Egon Eiermann
amd Arne Jacobsen, and an [gnazio Gardells side tabie in the lving area. The latter were
sourced from Ebay or found by luck at flea markets. The palette is equally simple: plain
white walle and a polished concrete Hoor. There is rothing superluoos, nothing showy.
Nothing thot would distract from the bemsty outaide

Eitting on the terrace, staring out at that wide, unintermpted panorama it's impossible
nat ta feel o connection with the landseape. Without anather house in sight, you feel alone
innabure, The silence is restiul nnd alnyest complete, broken onky by the sound of cicadas,
birels and the leaves of the rearby trees blowing in the wind. For parts of the year, the
guesthouse is evallable to rent (travel restrictions allowing), meaning everyone can
experience i much-needed moment of stillness. le-melapramaif
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20TH-CEMNTURY CLASSICS, SUCH
AS DINING CHAIRS BY EGON

EIERMANN AND AERNE JACOBSEN,
SIT AMONG MODERMN DESIGHNS

IN THIS MINIMALIST SPACE
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